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14 years after his arrest, and despite the torture to which he was subjected by the Syrian 
Intelligence Services and the Lebanese Criminal Police in order to get him to confess, and 
even though he never stopped claiming innocence, the Palestinian Youssef Chaabane who is 
a resident of Lebanon is serving a life sentence. 
 
Lebanese justice and authorities refuse to conduct a review of his trial, in blatant disregard 
of Lebanon’s international commitments.  
 
The CLDH (the Lebanese Center for Human Rights) has been following this case for many 
years, and has decided through this report to let the world know Youssef Chaabane’s 
desperate situation, this man who has been denied his rights for so many years. 
 
Each day is one more day behind bars for Youssef Chaabane who has literally been 
forgotten for 14 years in the Central Prison of Roumieh in Lebanon and is the victim of not 
just one, but several, egregious violations of justice. 
 
This report is a call for Truth and Justice, for a fair and independent justice.  
 
This report is a call to all those who refuse that in Lebanon, like anywhere else in the world, 
people are being tortured and indefinitely and arbitrarily denied their freedom. 
 
This is a call to action, to quick action, in order to free Youssef Chaabane and to demand 
that the truth be told about this case. 
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I. A Summary of the case 

 
Youssef Mahmoud Chaabane is Palestinian, born in Lebanon in 1965 and a resident of the 
Palestinian refugee camp of Bourj Al-Barajneh. He was an active member, at the administrative 
level, of a Palestinian political organization. On occasion, he would be asked to go see the 
families of Palestinian martyrs to give them their monthly compensation. He was known for his 
loyalty to the Palestinian cause and for the help he provided the martyrs’ families. 
 
On January 29, 1994, Naeb Omran Maaitha, First Secretary of the Jordanian Embassy in Beirut, 
was assassinated.  
 
Youssef Chaabane was accused of the murder and two other individuals were charged as 
accomplices. At the conclusion of the trial, which was held before the Justice Council of 
Lebanon, Mr. Chaabane was found guilty and was sentenced to death, a sentence which was later 
commuted to life imprisonment. 
 

The facts of the arrest 
 
On February 5, 1994, Youssef Chaabane was arrested in the region of Bourj Al-Barajneh in 
Beirut, near the Palestinian refugee camp where he lived.  
 
He is believed to have been arrested by the Syrian Intelligence Services. According to some of 
the information, the persons arresting him were civilian-dressed, did not disclose their identities, 
nor did they produce an arrest warrant. The available information indicates that Youssef 
Chaabane’s car was stopped on the road by three unidentified cars. He was then thrown inside 
the trunk of one of the cars, and then taken away by the Syrian Intelligence Services. 
 

Detention prior to conviction 
 
Following his arrest, Youssef Chaabane was allegedly held in the underground detention centers 
of the Syrian Intelligence Services in Beirut, then on the premises of the Lebanese Criminal 
Investigations Police, also in Beirut. Youssef Chaabane has stated that he was constantly 
blindfolded throughout his detention in solitary confinement, and it seems that he does not know 
the exact location of the detention places in which he was held during these transfers. 
 
About one week after Youssef Chaabane’s arrest by the Syrian Intelligence Services, the 
Lebanese President Elias Hrawi apparently placed a call to the King of Jordan to inform him that 
the Lebanese Security Services had arrested the assassin of Naeb Omran Maaitha (Al Watan 
Newspaper Nr. 6471/917 of January 12, 1994). Jordan decides then to dispatch its own 
Intelligence Services teams to investigate the case. After attending Youssef Chaabane 
interrogation for two days, the Jordanian team returned to Jordan, and according to the available 
information, without any belief as to his guilt. 
 
Youssef Chaabane was then transferred to the Central Roumieh Prison. 
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Detention in Solitary Confinement 

 
For one and a half month, Youssef Chaabane’s family knew absolutely nothing of his 
whereabouts. They had learned about his arrest in the newspapers and were only able to see him 
after that period of time at the Central Roumieh Prison. 
 
During his detention in confinement, it seems that his family was unable to obtain any news 
about him, or any information about his health and legal situation. Youssef Chaabane was in a 
status in which he was denied the protection of the law and exposed him to serious risks against 
his physical and psychological integrity. 
 

Bad detention conditions and torture 
 
During his detention at the Syrian underground detention facilities and in the centers of the 
Lebanese Criminal Investigations Police, Youssef Chaabane reported having endured several 
torture methods including the “balanco1”, the “German Chair2”, electrocution, deprivation of 
food, water and sleep, as well as being forced to remain standing for several hours. 
 
All his interrogations are reported to have been held under the direct supervision  of Rustom 
Ghazale, a high ranking officer of the Syrian Intelligence Services in Lebanon, and the 
documents reporting the interrogations were signed by two officers of the Lebanese Criminal 
Police, namely Ali Cheair and Salim Slim. 
 
Moreover, Youssef Chaabane was allegedly kept blindfolded and handcuffed during the period 
preceding his trial. Once transferred to Roumieh, he reported having again been subjected to 
food, water and sleep deprivation throughout that period. 
  

Interrogation at the Justice Palace and torture of Youssef Chaabane and of witnesses 

 
According to testimonies, the Examining Magistrate began his questioning on Youssef 
Chaabane’s involvement in Naeb Omran Maaitha’s murder in the presence of Lebanese Security 
Services officer. Youssef Chaabane allegedly declared to Examining Judge that he was innocent 
and had nothing to do with the crime, that he was in the Bekaa Valley at the time buying a car 
with his friends, Youssef Abouane and Bassam Attiyeh Jaber, and that he had evidence and 
witnesses to confirm his alibi.  
 
Examining Judge then proceeded to ask Chaabane to confess to the murder of Naeb Omran 
Maaitha, and Chaabane refused to sign a confession, all the while claiming his innocence. 
                                                 
1 Torture method in which the person is suspended by the arms while the latter are against the person’s back. A 
variation called the “Special Balanco” where victims are suspended by the arms (still against their back) and by the 
feet. (Information obtained from a report by SOLIDA entitled “Lebanon, Detention Center of the Defense Ministry: 
a Major Obstacle to the Prevention of Torture”, October 2006. 
2 The “German Chair” is a metallic chair with moving parts which is used to force an extreme stretching of the 
vertebral column. This causes near asphyxiation and occasionally broken vertebrae, as well as the paralysis of the 
lower extremities. (Information obtained in an article by Reporters Without Borders entitled “Journalists Tortured in 
Syria”, March 1, 1999 and available at: http://www.rsf.org/article.php3?id_article=924 
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Examining Judge then allegedly told the attending officer that Youssef Chaabane “was not yet 
ready” and the officer took Chaabane to a nearby room where he reportedly tortured him again. 
Throughout the interrogation, Youssef Chaabane’s hands were handcuffed behind his back and 
he was deprived of food, water and sleep. The interrogation sessions continued for a while with 
Examining Judge, during which Chaabane was subjected to several verbal humiliations, even 
though he was claiming innocence. 
 
According to the information obtained, Examining Judge told Chaabane: “If you do not confess 
now, we will force you to confess.” Chaabane was allegedly tortured by members of the 
Lebanese Criminal Investigations Police right next to Examining Judge’s office.  
 
Youssef Chaabane was also allegedly subjected to serious psychological torture. Two other 
members of the Palestinian organization whose names Chaabane had given during the 
questioning were also interrogated and tortured: Bassam Attiyeh Jaber was arrested on February 
10, 1994, and Youssef Abouane was arrested with his wife and his 2.5-year old daughter on 
February 8, 1994.  
 
According to the information obtained, the Criminal Investigations Police subjected Abouane to 
torture and, during interrogation; Examining Judge told him that he must confess that Youssef 
Chaabane was one of those who assassinated Naeb Omran Maaitha. But Abouane refused to 
implicate his friend and insisted that he was with him in the Bekaa Valley at the time of the 
murder to buy a car. 
 
To force Youssef Abouane to sign a confession, the Criminal Investigations Police allegedly 
placed his wife and 2.5 years old daughter in an underground cell facing the cells of Chaabane 
and Abouane himself. They were deprived of food and water, the little girl cried a lot because of 
hunger and stress, and Abouane’s wife was so severely tortured that she suffered a hemorrhage. 
They were held for several days under these conditions before they were released.  
 
Based on the available information, the Examining Judge is reported to have given Abouane the 
choice between implicating Chaabane or seeing his wife and child continue to be tortured. Thus, 
Youssef Abouane signed a confession incriminating Youssef Chaabane.  
 
Bassam Attiyeh Jaber was arrested five days after Youssef Chaabane. The available information 
reveals that he did not attempt to flee, even though he knew that his friends had been arrested. It 
is alleged that the policemen did torture him but were unable to force him to sign a confession 
because of his health.  There is information that he suffered several episodes of cardiac problems 
during his interrogation. 
 
The available information reveals that the Criminal Investigations Police also detained for a 
period of 1.5 months a woman by the name of I.Y., a widow of one of the Palestinian martyrs to 
whom Chaabane used to bring the monthly compensation payments from the Palestinian 
organization. The arrest of this witness took place at the same time as Youssef Chaabane’s arrest. 
This woman was working near the place of the murder. According to certain sources, she was 
jailed, mistreated, beaten and intimidated in order to force her to sign a statement declaring that 
she saw Youssef Chaabane on the scene of the crime. Moreover, this woman was subjected 
during her detention to serious psychological pressure, including the lack of news about her 
children. Her confessions were extracted under torture and were also used to build a case and 
convict Youssef Chaabane. 
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Having obtained two testimonies incriminating Youssef Chaabane in the murder, Examining 
Judge summoned Chaabane and allegedly told him: “Your friend Youssef Abouane has accused 
you, and I.Y. has declared seeing you on the crime scene. It is better for you to confess to the 
crime, otherwise they will never let you out of prison,” and added that Chaabane’s family 
members will be arrested if he continued to refuse. Thus, and based on his own statements, 
Youssef Chaabane finally decided to assume responsibility for the murder to spare others from 
being arrested, while waiting for the truth to come out during the trial. He is said to have signed 
several pre-written confessions, which his friend Youssef Abouane had already signed under 
torture. 
 
Furthermore, during the first questioning session by Examining Judge, Youssef Chaabane’s 
attorney witnessed acts of violence against his clients. According to information provided by 
Bechara Abou Saad, Esq., when suspects were brought before the Examining Judge, they were 
surrounded by armed policemen who held them to the floor with their boots, face to the ground. 
Doors and windows were closed and the policemen prevented them from seeing what was going 
on. The attorney says he protested these acts but the policemen verbally threatened him. 
Afterwards, the Judge came out of his office and called the policemen to order. 
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II. The Judicial Process 

 

In Lebanon 
 
It must be noted that Youssef Chaabane and all the friendly witnesses to him in this case were 
allegedly subjected to strong pressures prior to, and throughout, the trial. The Justice Council, 
which is a special tribunal and the highest judicial body in Lebanon, began its consideration of 
the file of the Naeb Omran Maaitha murder in May 1994. 
 

�  The Justice Council’s position on confessions extracted under torture 
 
 

·  During the Justice Council sessions, Youssef Chaabane told the Council members about 
the physical and psychological torture to which he had been subjected and explained 
how he was forced to sign confessions that were pre-written by the Criminal 
Investigations Police and the Syrian Intelligence Services. Torture is clearly mentioned 
in several documents entered into the file, particularly in the Feb. 14, 1994 report of the 
investigation (page 31), and in the minutes of the June 13, 1994 session (pp.26-27). 
Still, the Justice Council apparently deemed it irrelevant to take these torture allegations 
into account. 

 
·  Similarly, Youssef Abouane related to the Court what had happened to his wife and 

daughter, and witness I.Y. also described the intimidations and mistreatments she was 
subjected to by the police officers. 

 
·  Furthermore, Youssef Chaabane’s attorney also related the acts of violence to which his 

client was subjected and which he himself witnessed with the Examining Judge. He also 
described the threats made against him by members of the Criminal Investigations 
Police. 

 
·  Youssef Chaabane’s attorney tried to have the Court throw out the pre-trial 

interrogations on account of the torture his client suffered during the interrogations. But 
the Court deemed there were no irregularities in the process and that the confessions 
resulting from these interrogations were valid evidence. 

 
·  There are blatant contradictions in the dates, perhaps aimed at concealing the 

confinement of Youssef Chaabane by the Syrian Intelligence Services. Just to cite one 
instance, and according to the documents entered into the file, the Lebanese Examining 
Judge was acting in the capacity of Examining Judge for the Justice Council as of the 
date of Feb. 7, 1994, whereas the decision to refer the file to the Justice Council was 
only made on Feb 28, 1994. 
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�  The events of the murder 
 

·  During the trial, two individuals were accused of having fired at the Jordanian diplomat: 
Youssef Chaabane and Muhammad Ahmad Salameh Abu Chanaar. The latter was not 
present at the trial and was therefore tried in absentia. 

 
·  Youssef Chaabane’s alibi of having been on a car-buying trip to the Bekaa Valley on 

the day of the crime was also not taken into consideration by the Court. Mr. Chaabane 
was able to produce several affidavits by witnesses who said they saw him on that day, 
as well as the car sales documents dated on the day of the crime. None of this 
information was taken into account by the Court. 

 
·  The assassin’s description by the witnesses was always vague. One witness, Haidar 

Fouani, did give a precise description of the assassin, but did not say that he recognized 
or identified Youssef Chaabane. He said that he did not recognize him or he did not say 
anything that would incriminate him, which is very different. The only witness who said 
he formally recognized Youssef Chaabane did state that he only saw part of the 
assassin’s face, and this witness was prompted by the Criminal Investigations Police to 
make such a statement.  

 

�  Findings of the trial 
 
The Justice Council issued its verdict on October 19, 1994. Youssef Chaabane was found guilty 
and sentenced to death for the murder of Naeb Omran Maaitha, a sentence which was commuted 
to a life sentence. The Court rejected the request by the defense to throw out the pre-trial 
investigation process. 
 
In addition, the Justice Council issued in absentia the same guilty verdict and sentence on 
Muhammad Ahmad Salameh Abu Chanaar for the murder of the Jordanian diplomat. The 
Council also sentenced Youssef Abouane and Bassam Attiyeh Jaber to 10 years of prison for 
complicity in the murder of the Jordanian diplomat. These two individuals have served their 
sentences and left Lebanon after their release. Available information indicates that Bassam 
Attiyeh Jaber had become blind on leaving the prison, while Youssef Abouane lives with the 
consequences of the torture he was subjected to. 
 
It is noted that according to the applicable procedures at the time, the verdicts are final and 
cannot be appealed. 
 

In Jordan 
 

·  In 2000, the Jordanian authorities arrested Yasser Muhammad Ahmad Salameh Abou 
Chanaar. 

·  During the trial, the main defendant, Yasser Muhammad Ahmad Salameh Abou Chanaar, 
made a full confession and explained in detail the preparation for the assassination, its 
execution and the manner in which he and his accomplices fled the scene of the crime. 
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·  He gave an accurate description of the individuals implicated in the assassination of 
Maaitha and the weapons used. He also gave a very detailed description of the 
circumstances of the crime, including what the weather was like on that day, and also 
described the victim and the car in very minute details. Furthermore, the description of 
the clothes he was wearing that day matches in every aspect the testimony given by 
Haidar Fouani during the Lebanese Justice preliminary investigations. 

 
When asked by the Jordanian prosecutor: 
- “Did Youssef Chaabane participate with you, Rachid Ahmad Attiyeh and Oukab Namer 
Souleyman Foukaa in the assassination of the Jordanian diplomat?” 
 
The defendant’s answer was very clear: 
- “No, Youssef Chaabane did not participate. He has nothing to do with the execution of 
the operation. He wasn’t even in the area.” 

 
·  The report of the Jordanian Medical Coroner concluded that there was only one shooter at 

the moment of the crime, based on the same observations made by the Lebanese Coroner. 
In spite of the confirmed scientific observations, two individuals were sentenced for 
having shot at the diplomat, one in Lebanon and the other in Jordan. 

 
·  On December 3, 2001, Yasser Muhammad Ahmad Salameh Abou Chanaar and Oukab 

Namer Souleyman Foukaa and Jamal Darwish Mustapha Fatayer alias ‘Rachid Ahmad 
Attieh’ were found guilty of the murder and complicity in the assassination of the 
diplomat by the Jordanian Court and were sentenced to death. 
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III. Appeals in Lebanon 
 
Several appeals have been made by Attorney May Khansa who assumed the case on March 5, 
2002. 
 

�  Appeal seeking new trial and requests for amnesty to Y. Chaabane and his 
companions 

 
1) A request was made with the 3rd Chamber of the Appeals Court presided by Afif Chamseddine 
on April 20, 2002 by Attorney May Khansa seeking a re-trial for the three individuals found 
guilty, Youssef Chaabane, Youssef Abouane and Bassam Attiyeh Jaber. This claim rested on the 
Jordanian trial and its findings. The Tribunal unanimously rejected the request of the three 
individuals by arguing that decisions issued by the Justice Council cannot be appealed, in either 
ordinary or extraordinary cases, pursuant to Article 366 of the Lebanese Penal Procedure Code. 
 
2) Following this denial, a request for a Presidential Pardon for Youssef Chaabane and his 
companions was submitted on September 11, 2002. The request was considered on February 4, 
2003 by President Emile Lahoud who turned it down on February 7, 2003. 
 
3) An official request for release was then submitted to the Prosecutor General of the Appeals 
Court, Adnan Addoum, on March 22, 2004. This request was again rejected on the basis of 
Article 366. 
 
4) A new request for re-trial was then submitted to the Lebanese Ministry of Justice on June 1, 
2004, and this request was again based on the substance of the Jordanian trial and its findings. On 
August 24, 2004, the Ministry of Justice issued again a negative response and the Justice Council 
unanimously rejected the re-trial request. The Justice Council’s denial of the claim was based on 
the fact that a trial by the Justice Council may not be re-tried pursuant to Article 366, and on the 
fact that the Justice Council had issued its decision on the basis of the convictions of its judges, 
whereas the decisions of the Jordanian judges were based on their own convictions. 
 

�  Appeal of December 2005 after the abolition of article 366 
 
Article 366 was amended on December 15, 2005. A new request for re-trial, the last one to date, 
was then submitted by Attorney May Khansa, but the response of the Justice Council presided by 
Antoine Kheir was yet again negative. On March 12, 2006, the Justice Council unanimously 
decided to formally accept the request for a re-trial, but to reject it on the substance by arguing 
that the decisions of the Justice Council were final and that re-trials were not possible in spite of 
the nullification of Article 366 of the Penal Procedure Code which prevented such appeals of 
decisions by the Justice Council. 
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IV. Breaches of Lebanon’s international commitments  
 

1) The 1972 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ratified by Lebanon in 
1976 

 
The detention conditions and the preliminary interrogations to which Youssef Chaabane, the 
other defendants and the witness I.Y. were subjected violate Articles 7 and 9 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
 
Article 7 stipulates that: “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment,” which is what Youssef Chaabane and his companions have always 
declared they were subjected to. The Lebanese authorities then should have conducted 
investigations on the allegations of torture raised by the three defendants and the witness. 
 
Article 9 (1) stipulates that “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention,” which 
the manner of arrest and detention of Youssef Chaabane and his companions clearly violate. 
 
Moreover, Youssef Chaabane should have been informed of the reasons for his arrest in 
conformity with Article 9 (2) which stipulates that “Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at 
the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest and shall be promptly informed of any charges 
against him.” 
 
Article 9 (3) mandates that “Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought 
promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power.” Yet, 
Youssef Chaabane was held in detention without the possibility of being heard by a judicial 
power for a period of 10 days. 
 
Furthermore, the Examining Judge in charge of the case should have adhered to the presumption 
of innocence and Youssef Chaabane should not have been forced into self-recrimination by 
testifying against himself and signing confessions, as stipulated by Article 14 (2,3): “Everyone 
charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty 
according to law”, and “Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right not to be 
compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt.” 
 
Finally, and in accordance with the provisions of the same Article 14 (5), Youssef Chaabane 
should have been able to exercise his right “…to his conviction and sentence being reviewed by a 
higher tribunal.” This provision has been constantly violated by the process of the Justice 
Council, which is a special tribunal that denied appeals under Article 366 through December 
2005. The rejection of the request for a re-trial of Youssef Chaabane, pursuant to the nullification 
of Article 366 in December 2005, stands as new breach of this provision of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
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2)  The 1955 Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Detainees  
 
The conditions in which Youssef Chaabane was transported from one detention center to another 
while in confinement are in violation of Article 45. 
 
Furthermore, Youssef Chaabane should never have been deprived of food during his detention, in 
accordance with Article 87. 
 
In addition, and in accordance with Article 92, Youssef Chaabane should have been allowed to 
contact his family, a right that was denied him for a period of 45 consecutive days. 
 
Finally, Youssef Chaabane should have been allowed to benefit from the counsel of his attorney 
from the beginning of his detention, in accordance with Article 93. 
 

3) The 1988 Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of 
Detention or Imprisonment 

 
As was stated earlier, Youssef Chaabane was subjected to violence and torture during his 
detention in confinement, during his questioning, and during his detention in the Roumieh Prison. 
Youssef Abouane and Bassam Attiyeh Jaber also suffered from such acts of violence during their 
interrogation sessions and during their detention at the Roumieh Prison. This constitutes the main 
infringement against the rules pertaining to the protection of a detained person, and specifically 
of Principle 6. 
 
Moreover, the Syrian Intelligence Services were not mandated to carry out the arrest of Youssef 
Chaabane or to hold him during the first days of secret confinement, which therefore represents 
an infringement against Principle 9. Youssef Chaabane, who was arrested under circumstances 
resembling a kidnapping by individuals in civilian clothing, was informed neither of the reasons 
for his arrest nor of the charges against him, in violation of Principle 10. 
 
He was kept in detention for at least 10 days without being given an effective opportunity to be 
heard promptly by a judicial or other authority, which violates Principle 11. 
 
Moreover, and contrary to Principle 15, Youssef Chaabane was not able to benefit from a visit by 
his family except after the first 45 days of his detention. 
 
In addition, Youssef Chaabane was forced to sign confessions incriminating him in the 
assassination of the Jordanian diplomat while under torture, which is serious infringement against 
Principle 21 stating that “it shall be prohibited to take undue advantage of the situation of a 
detained or imprisoned person for the purpose of compelling him to confess, to incriminate 
himself otherwise or to testify against any other person.” This infringement also applies to the 
testimonies of Youssef Abouane and I.Y., which were also extracted under torture. 
 
During the trial, the witnesses who signed confessions under torture, i.e. I.Y. and Youssef 
Abouane told the judge that these confessions were signed under torture and cited pressures to 
which they were subjected. Unfortunately, these testimonies were not taken into consideration in 
producing the verdict, in violation of Principle 27 which clearly states that “Non-compliance with 
these principles in obtaining evidence shall be taken into account in determining the 



Lebanese Center for Human Rights 
Mar Youssef Center – 12th Floor Dora – Beirut – Lebanon  

Mail: solida@solida.org – web: www.solida.org 

14 

admissibility of such evidence against a detained or imprisoned person.” These confessions 
should not have been admitted and used as evidence by the Justice Council. 
 
Finally, the presumption of innocence should have been adhered to by the Examining Judge and 
by the police officers, and the detainees should have been treated accordingly, in conformance 
with Principle 36. 
 

4)  Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment 
 
Even though the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment went into effect in Lebanon on November 4, 2000, which is 6 years after the facts, 
it is important to emphasize in the context of the cases against Youssef Chaabane, Youssef 
Abouane and Bassam Attiyeh Jaber, as well as the case of the witness I. Y., that the provisions of 
the Convention were egregiously violated.  
 
Specifically, this violation concerns Articles 4 and 5 which obligate the States parties to this 
Convention to prevent any act of torture on their territory and to adopt the appropriate legislation, 
and Article 11 which stipulates the prohibition of the practice of torture during interrogations. 
 
Article 15 states that “Each State Party shall ensure that any statement which is established to 
have been made as a result of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any proceedings, except 
against a person accused of torture as evidence that the statement was made.” Therefore the 
Justice Council should have requested that an investigation be conducted in order to determine if 
the three defendants as well as the witness were indeed tortured, in which case the bulk of the 
testimonies produced during the trial by the Justice Council would have been thrown out.  
 
Finally, in accordance with Article 13 pertaining to the right of any person who claims to have 
been tortured to file a claim with the competent authorities, and Article 14 which guarantees the 
right to seek damages if a person was subjected to torture, the three defendants and the witness 
should have benefited from a recognition of their status as torture victims. 
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V. Interview with Youssef Chaabane’s family 

 
This interview was conducted on March 14, 2007.  
Context: The conversation took place in the living room of the home of Youssef’s mother. 
Youssef’s brother Brahim was present, as well as Youssef’s wife who attended intermittently. The 
questions were primarily addressed to the mother, then to the brother. Our interpreter, Joelle, 
translated the conversation in its entirety. Youssef’s mother is today 59 years old.  
 
Can you tell us about Youssef? 
[She sighs]. Youssef is a decent man. He is sincere. He fights for human rights. He doesn’t hurt 
anyone. 
 
How was he at the time? 
He’s the older son, and his father is deceased. There are 9 children and he is the older one. He 
was both father and brother. All his brothers and sisters respect him, because he was like their 
father. He is tender and generous… 
 
I was 33 years old when my husband died, and Youssef was my support. He was my right hand. 
He got married and he had three children: Hanine, Mahmoud, and Ahmad. 
 
Youssef is Palestinian, and we have a right to fight for our country. He was a member of an 
organization, like all the other young people, to fight for their country. 
 
One day, he left and never came back. He was fixing up the house and re-painting it. Since he’s 
been in jail, we have not done anything in the house. We just did not continue. He left and never 
came back! We searched for him for 40 days. We did not know where he was, and after 45 days 
we learned that he was in Roumieh. They accused him of this crime. He was accused of 
murder… Of assassinating Al-Maaitha. After 7 years, they caught the real criminals, in Jordan. 
They asked those murderers if it was Youssef Chaabane… If Youssef committed this crime… 
The Jordanian trial proves him innocent! 
 
How did you go through the trial at the Justice Council? 
 
They sentenced him to death, but he was innocent. I was very upset at that moment. Now I am ill 
and I am very depressed. [Her voice shakes]… I have depression because he was condemned to 
death. All his brothers and sisters were young… [Pointing to Brahim who is still in the room] He 
was 13-14 years old… or maybe 15. 
 
After 7 years, the truth came out and the real criminal was arrested in Jordan… Two criminals 
were arrested and both have died. The Jordanian government asked these two criminals: “Was 
Youssef Chaabane involved?” and they replied that he was innocent and that he had nothing to 
do with that crime. We got the report, which is certified (in reference to the account of the 
Jordanian trial). We paid a lot of money to obtain that report… 
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We made videotapes and we sent them to Sweden and to many other European countries. There 
were many demonstrations to have a re-trial.. They promised us to do this, but in the end they 
rejected our request. 
 
It’s been 14 years now that he is being held. 
 
[Her voice turns stronger] The man who sentenced Youssef is a human being. This is not a divine 
decision, people make mistakes… His decision was unfair, it is not a divine decision. [Her voice 
shakes] It’s the fault of the law, and all the family now suffers a lot, especially his three children. 
It pains me, when I go see him in the prison. 
 
How many times a week do you go to the prison? 
 
Three times per week. 
 
How does it go? 
 
I have to walk a lot… And we, we talk through a device, and through a glass pane. 
 
Can you all go or is it just one at a time? 
 
There are many families, and we all wait in a long corridor. We all see Youssef, all the family 
goes. 
 
How long does the visit last? 
 
Just 15 minutes. I want my son freed. That’s all I want! There is no justice! I ask the people who 
work for justice and for human rights to work for my son’s freedom. 
 
The people in power are stronger than us. They have more power. I don’t want money, I don’t 
want health. I just want my son to go free! I have many responsibilities… There is Youssef’s 
wife and her three children… I’ve been suffering for a long time… 
 
What do you bring for Youssef when you go to prison? 
 
[She cries, we stop for a while]. 
Water, cigarettes, food. Each visit costs us 100,000 Lebanese Pounds, or $50, for the items and 
food that I bring to him. 
 
He doesn’t ask for anything, I just bring him all that.. 
 
It’s been 14 years that I am suffering… It would be easier if he wasn’t innocent… I have rights, 
and my son is innocent! 
[She raises her voice, until she cries] 
 
All of this is nothing but a power thing! The government is unfair! 
[She cries] 
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I am sorry to raise difficult issues … [Pause] but how is Youssef today? 
 
Youssef is very smart. He’s a cultured man! 
 
And how is his morale? 
 
Thanks to God, well! He’s a real man! He is generous and educated! This is true of all my 
children: They are generous. I am not saying this because he’s my son, it’s a fact! If he has only a 
thousand Lebanese pounds in his pocket, he wouldn’t hesitate to give them away! He fears God. 
 
What are your hopes for today? 
 
[She raises her voice] 
I don’t want money, I don’t want castles. Only Youssef’s return! I want him to come back home! 
To be with his wife and three children! I want him here, surrounded by all his family! 
 
I thank all the decent men who are working to help Youssef. 
 
What action(s) do you think would be the most effective to obtain the release of Youssef? 
 
We asked the President of the Republic… Antoine Kheir asked us to go see the President of the 
Republic and ask him for a pardon, to release Youssef. 
 
When was that? 
 
[She asks her son who confirms to her] 
 
A month ago. But we are turning around. We submitted two requests for a pardon, but they were 
turned down. We also went to see Salim El Hoss, and Salim El Hoss has asked to meet with the 
President of the Republic, and we are still waiting his answer. We are waiting to this day the 
President’s response to meet with him. 
 
I ask the political officials to put themselves in my shoes. They all have children. I want that 
justice be served, nothing else. I only want justice and freedom for my son! 14 years in prison! 
We are a poor family! These children have no father! They … on us! I paid with my health, my 
money and they still deprive me of my older son! 
 
[She raises her voice and cries] 
 
I ask all the countries of the world that support human rights to have Youssef released! He is 
innocent! Where is justice? Youssef Chaabane has been in prison 14 years because he is poor, 
because there is no one to help him and he is separated from his family. He has three children and 
a wife. Now I have 9 orphans!! This is an unfair balance of power! 
 
Let them stand in my place! Let the judge consider Youssef as his son who is innocent. Youssef 
has suffered a lot. He was tortured and mistreated! I.Y. was tortured, and my son had wanted to 
die so that this woman is not tortured! He told Itaf to say that he was guilty so that she gets out of 
prison! He is an honest man and a man of integrity! 
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Let the judge consider that Youssef Chaabane is his son! They asked us to bring a document 
from Jordan. We paid $1,500 to have this document! The guilty guy was in Jordan! The one who 
died was Jordanian. If Youssef Chaabane was not innocent, the Jordanian government would 
have asked for Youssef, but he is innocent! 
 
[Her son Brahim asks her to calm down…] 
 
If Youssef had really killed Al- Maaitha, the Jordanian officials would have come here and asked 
to put Youssef on trial like they did with the other two criminals who were executed! 
 
[The mother is too upset; she is screaming these last few words. We stop the conversation in 
order for her to calm down] 
 
[We continue the discussion more quietly; she explains later that her husband died at 42 years of 
age, when Youssef was 15-16 years old] 
 
[The following exchange was recorded with Brahim] 
 
Did you choose the lawyer? 
 
Youssef was a member of the Palestinian Revolution Organization, and it’s the organization that 
assigned an attorney for Youssef. 
 
When was the attorney able to see Youssef for the first time? 
 
A long time after his arrest [He no longer remembers the date] 
 
How many appeals have been filed? 
 
[After discussion between the three family members] 4 or 5. 
 
The last one was in 2006. 
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VI. Conclusion and Recommendations 
 
CLDH (Lebanese Center for Human Rights) believes that the preventive detention conditions of 
Youssef Chaabane were cruel, inhuman and degrading, and so were the detention conditions of 
Youssef Abouane, Bassam Attiyeh and the witness I.Y. The fact that their trial was handled by 
the Justice Council, which is a Lebanese Special Tribunal whose decisions are final and without 
the possibility of appeal, is also counter to international norms.  
 
CLDH also believes that Lebanon has committed serious violations of its international 
obligations in this case, primarily by using as evidence in the course of the trial confessions 
extracted under torture. 
 
For those and other reasons, CLDH requests that: 
 

·  Youssef Chaabane be set free without the slightest delay, and that in accordance with the 
nullification of Article 366 of the Penal procedure Code of Lebanon, Youssef Chaabane 
be re-tried in light of the new elements that surfaced during the last few years. 

·  The allegations of torture be seriously taken into consideration by the Lebanese 
authorities, that those responsible be prosecuted and that damages be considered if these 
allegations prove to be well-founded.  

·  The Lebanese authorities implement the treaties and the body of international principles 
concerning detention and interrogation conditions, viz.: The International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 
Detainees, and the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form 
of Detention or Imprisonment.  

·  The Lebanese authorities take immediate measures to ensure that all detainees, those in 
trial and those awaiting trial, be treated correctly and not be subjected to inhuman or 
degrading treatments.  
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I.  The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1972). Became 
effective in Lebanon in 1976 (except Article 41) 
 
Articles pertaining to the case of Youssef Chaabane: 
 
Article 7  
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without his free consent to medical or 
scientific experimentation. 
 
Article 9 
1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to 
arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds 
and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.  
 
2. Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest 
and shall be promptly informed of any charges against him.  
 
3. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a judge 
or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trial 
within a reasonable time or to release. It shall not be the general rule that persons awaiting 
trial shall be detained in custody, but release may be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, 
at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, should occasion arise, for execution of the 
judgment.  
 
4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take 
proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the 
lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful.  
 
5. Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have an enforceable 
right to compensation.  
 
Article 14 
1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the determination of any 
criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at law, everyone shall be 
entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal 
established by law. The press and the public may be excluded from all or part of a trial for 
reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or national security in a democratic society, or 
when the interest of the private lives of the parties so requires, or to the extent strictly 
necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would 
prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgment rendered in a criminal case or in a suit at 
law shall be made public except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires or 
the proceedings concern matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.  

2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be presumed innocent 
until proved guilty according to law.  
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3. In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall be entitled to the 
following minimum guarantees, in full equality:  

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he understands of the nature 
and cause of the charge against him;  

(b) To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defence and to 
communicate with counsel of his own choosing;  

(c) To be tried without undue delay;  

(d) To be tried in his presence, and to defend himself in person or through legal assistance of 
his own choosing; to be informed, if he does not have legal assistance, of this right; and to 
have legal assistance assigned to him, in any case where the interests of justice so require, 
and without payment by him in any such case if he does not have sufficient means to pay for 
it;  

(e) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to obtain the attendance and 
examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as witnesses against him;  

(f) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand or speak the language 
used in court;  

(g) Not to be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt.  

4. In the case of juvenile persons, the procedure shall be such as will take account of their age 
and the desirability of promoting their rehabilitation.  

5. Everyone convicted of a crime shall have the right to his conviction and sentence being 
reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law.  

6. When a person has by a final decision been convicted of a criminal offence and when 
subsequently his conviction has been reversed or he has been pardoned on the ground that a 
new or newly discovered fact shows conclusively that there has been a miscarriage of justice, 
the person who has suffered punishment as a result of such conviction shall be compensated 
according to law, unless it is proved that the non-disclosure of the unknown fact in time is 
wholly or partly attributable to him.  

7. No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence for which he has already 
been finally convicted or acquitted in accordance with the law and penal procedure of each 
country.  
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II. The Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Detainees (1955) 
 
Articles pertaining to the case of Youssef Chaabane: 
 
Article 45 
Item 2. The transport of prisoners in conveyances with inadequate ventilation or light, or in 
any way which would subject them to unnecessary physical hardship, shall be prohibited.  
 
With respect to arrested persons or persons in preventive detention: 
 
Article 84 
Item 2. Unconvicted prisoners are presumed to be innocent and shall be treated as such. 
 
Article 87 
Within the limits compatible with the good order of the institution, untried prisoners may, if 
they so desire, have their food procured at their own expense from the outside, either through 
the administration or through their family or friends. Otherwise, the administration shall 
provide their food. 
 
Article 92 
An untried prisoner shall be allowed to inform immediately his family of his detention and 
shall be given all reasonable facilities for communicating with his family and friends, and for 
receiving visits from them, subject only to restrictions and supervision as are necessary in the 
interests of the administration of justice and of the security and good order of the institution. 
 
Article 93 
For the purposes of his defence, an untried prisoner shall be allowed to apply for free legal 
aid where such aid is available, and to receive visits from his legal adviser with a view to his 
defence and to prepare and hand to him confidential instructions. For these purposes, he shall 
if he so desires be supplied with writing material. Interviews between the prisoner and his 
legal adviser may be within sight but not within the hearing of a police or institution official. 
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III. The Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any 
Form of Detention or Imprisonment (1988) 

 
Principles pertaining to the case of Youssef Chaabane: 
 
Principle 6 
No person under any form of detention or imprisonment shall be subjected to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.* No circumstance whatever may be 
invoked as a justification for torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. 
 
Principle 9 
The authorities which arrest a person, keep him under detention or investigate the case shall 
exercise only the powers granted to them under the law and the exercise of these powers shall 
be subject to recourse to a judicial or other authority.  
 
Principle 10 
Anyone who is arrested shall be informed at the time of his arrest of the reason for his arrest 
and shall be promptly informed of any charges against him. 
 
Principle 11 
Item 1. A person shall not be kept in detention without being given an effective opportunity 
to be heard promptly by a judicial or other authority. A detained person shall have the right to 
defend himself or to be assisted by counsel as prescribed by law. 
 
Principle 15 
Notwithstanding the exceptions contained in principle 16, paragraph 4, and principle 18, 
paragraph 3, communication of the detained or imprisoned person with the outside world, and 
in particular his family or counsel, shall not be denied for more than a matter of days. 
 
Principle 21 
Item 1. It shall be prohibited to take undue advantage of the situation of a detained or 
imprisoned person for the purpose of compelling him to confess, to incriminate himself 
otherwise or to testify against any other person.  
 
Item 2. No detained person while being interrogated shall be subject to violence, threats or 
methods of interrogation which impair his capacity of decision or his judgment.  
 
Principle 24 
A proper medical examination shall be offered to a detained or imprisoned person as 
promptly as possible after his admission to the place of detention or imprisonment, and 
thereafter medical care and treatment shall be provided whenever necessary. This care and 
treatment shall be provided free of charge. 
 
Principle 27 
Non-compliance with these principles in obtaining evidence shall be taken into account in 
determining the admissibility of such evidence against a detained or imprisoned person. 
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Principle 36 
Item 1. A detained person suspected of or charged with a criminal offence shall be presumed 
innocent and shall be treated as such until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at 
which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence. 
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IV. The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Came into force in Lebanon on 
November 4, 2000, except Articles 21 and 22) 

 
Principles pertaining to the case of Youssef Chaabane: 
 
Article 1  
1. For the purposes of this Convention, the term "torture" means any act by which severe pain 
or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such 
purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession, punishing him 
for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or 
intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of 
any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the 
consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. It 
does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in or incidental to lawful 
sanctions.  
 
2. This article is without prejudice to any international instrument or national legislation 
which does or may contain provisions of wider application.  
 
Article 2  
1. Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures 
to prevent acts of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction.  
 
2. No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat of war, 
internal political in stability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a justification 
of torture.  
 
3. An order from a superior officer or a public authority may not be invoked as a justification 
of torture.  
 
Article 3  
1. No State Party shall expel, return ("refouler") or extradite a person to another State where 
there are substantial grounds for believing that he would be in danger of being subjected to 
torture.  
 
2. For the purpose of determining whether there are such grounds, the competent authorities 
shall take into account all relevant considerations including, where applicable, the existence 
in the State concerned of a consistent pattern of gross, flagrant or mass violations of human 
rights.  
 
Article 4  
1. Each State Party shall ensure that all acts of torture are offences under its criminal law. The 
same shall apply to an attempt to commit torture and to an act by any person which 
constitutes complicity or participation in torture. 2. Each State Party shall make these 
offences punishable by appropriate penalties which take into account their grave nature.  
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Article 5  
1. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction 
over the offences referred to in article 4 in the following cases:  
 
(a) When the offences are committed in any territory under its jurisdiction or on board a ship 
or aircraft registered in that State;  
 
(b) When the alleged offender is a national of that State;  
 
(c) When the victim is a national of that State if that State considers it appropriate.  
 
2. Each State Party shall likewise take such measures as may be necessary to establish its 
jurisdiction over such offences in cases where the alleged offender is present in any territory 
under its jurisdiction and it does not extradite him pursuant to article 8 to any of the States 
mentioned in paragraph I of this article.  
 
3. This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised in accordance with 
internal law.  
 
Article 6  
1. Upon being satisfied, after an examination of information available to it, that the 
circumstances so warrant, any State Party in whose territory a person alleged to have 
committed any offence referred to in article 4 is present shall take him into custody or take 
other legal measures to ensure his presence. The custody and other legal measures shall be as 
provided in the law of that State but may be continued only for such time as is necessary to 
enable any criminal or extradition proceedings to be instituted.  
 
2. Such State shall immediately make a preliminary inquiry into the facts.  
 
3. Any person in custody pursuant to paragraph I of this article shall be assisted in 
communicating immediately with the nearest appropriate representative of the State of which 
he is a national, or, if he is a stateless person, with the representative of the State where he 
usually resides.  
 
4. When a State, pursuant to this article, has taken a person into custody, it shall immediately 
notify the States referred to in article 5, paragraph 1, of the fact that such person is in custody 
and of the circumstances which warrant his detention. The State which makes the preliminary 
inquiry contemplated in paragraph 2 of this article shall promptly report its findings to the 
said States and shall indicate whether it intends to exercise jurisdiction.  
 
Article 7  
1. The State Party in the territory under whose jurisdiction a person alleged to have 
committed any offence referred to in article 4 is found shall in the cases contemplated in 
article 5, if it does not extradite him, submit the case to its competent authorities for the 
purpose of prosecution.  
 
2. These authorities shall take their decision in the same manner as in the case of any ordinary 
offence of a serious nature under the law of that State. In the cases referred to in article 5, 
paragraph 2, the standards of evidence required for prosecution and conviction shall in no 
way be less stringent than those which apply in the cases referred to in article 5, paragraph 1.  
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3. Any person regarding whom proceedings are brought in connection with any of the 
offences referred to in article 4 shall be guaranteed fair treatment at all stages of the 
proceedings.  
 
Article 8  
1. The offences referred to in article 4 shall be deemed to be included as extraditable offences 
in any extradition treaty existing between States Parties. States Parties undertake to include 
such offences as extraditable offences in every extradition treaty to be concluded between 
them.  
 
2. If a State Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives a 
request for extradition from another State Party with which it has no extradition treaty, it may 
consider this Convention as the legal basis for extradition in respect of such offences. 
Extradition shall be subject to the other conditions provided by the law of the requested State.  
 
3. States Parties which do not make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall 
recognize such offences as extraditable offences between themselves subject to the conditions 
provided by the law of the requested State.  
 
4. Such offences shall be treated, for the purpose of extradition between States Parties, as if 
they had been committed not only in the place in which they occurred but also in the 
territories of the States required to establish their jurisdiction in accordance with article 5, 
paragraph 1.  
 
Article 9  
1. States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance in connection with 
criminal proceedings brought in respect of any of the offences referred to in article 4, 
including the supply of all evidence at their disposal necessary for the proceedings.  
 
2. States Parties shall carry out their obligations under paragraph I of this article in 
conformity with any treaties on mutual judicial assistance that may exist between them.  
 
Article 10  
1. Each State Party shall ensure that education and information regarding the prohibition 
against torture are fully included in the training of law enforcement personnel, civil or 
military, medical personnel, public officials and other persons who may be involved in the 
custody, interrogation or treatment of any individual subjected to any form of arrest, 
detention or imprisonment.  
 
2. Each State Party shall include this prohibition in the rules or instructions issued in regard 
to the duties and functions of any such person.  
 
Article 11  
Each State Party shall keep under systematic review interrogation rules, instructions, methods 
and practices as well as arrangements for the custody and treatment of persons subjected to 
any form of arrest, detention or imprisonment in any territory under its jurisdiction, with a 
view to preventing any cases of torture.  
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Article 12  
Each State Party shall ensure that its competent authorities proceed to a prompt and impartial 
investigation, wherever there is reasonable ground to believe that an act of torture has been 
committed in any territory under its jurisdiction.  
 
Article 13  
Each State Party shall ensure that any individual who alleges he has been subjected to torture 
in any territory under its jurisdiction has the right to complain to, and to have his case 
promptly and impartially examined by, its competent authorities. Steps shall be taken to 
ensure that the complainant and witnesses are protected against all ill-treatment or 
intimidation as a consequence of his complaint or any evidence given.  
 
Article 14  
1. Each State Party shall ensure in its legal system that the victim of an act of torture obtains 
redress and has an enforceable right to fair and adequate compensation, including the means 
for as full rehabilitation as possible. In the event of the death of the victim as a result of an act 
of torture, his dependants shall be entitled to compensation.  
 
2. Nothing in this article shall affect any right of the victim or other persons to compensation 
which may exist under national law.  
 
 
Article 15  
Each State Party shall ensure that any statement which is established to have been made as a 
result of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any proceedings, except against a person 
accused of torture as evidence that the statement was made.  
 
Article 16  
1. Each State Party shall undertake to prevent in any territory under its jurisdiction other acts 
of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment which do not amount to torture as 
defined in article I, when such acts are committed by or at the instigation of or with the 
consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. In 
particular, the obligations contained in articles 10, 11, 12 and 13 shall apply with the 
substitution for references to torture of references to other forms of cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment.  
 
2. The provisions of this Convention are without prejudice to the provisions of any other 
international instrument or national law which prohibits cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment or which relates to extradition or expulsion.  
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V. Proceedings of the Jordanian trial: Statement by Yasser Muhammad 
Ahmad Salameh Abou Chanaar regarding the non-involvement of Youssef 
Chaabane in the assassination of the Jordanian diplomat. 
 

                  
 
 
[Translation of excerpt]: 
 
Question: Did Youssef Chaabane participate with you, Rashed Attiyeh and Izzedine (alias 
Oukab Namer Souleyman Foukaa) [illegible] in the execution of the attack on the Jordanian 
diplomat? 
Answer: No. Youssef Chaabane did not participate with us, me and Izzedine [illegible] 
Attiyeh in the execution of the attack on the Jordanian diplomat, and he has nothing to do 
with it, and he was not in the area.  
Question: What is the role of Izzedine [illegible] and Rashed Attiyeh in the attacks on the 
Jordanian diplomat? 
Answer: The role of Izzedine [illegible] was to protect me from the rear, i.e. a monitoring 
role. The role of Rashed Attiyeh was the field supervisor of the attack. 
 
[Illegible]         [Signature] 
[Signed]: Yasser Muhammad Ahmad Salameh [Thumb print] 
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VI. Transcript of Marcel Ghanem’s 2004 televised program: “Who are the 
people behind bars?”   
 
The case of Youssef Chaabane 
 
Youssef Chaabane, holder of the Palestinian nationality, 39 years old, has been imprisoned 
in Roumieh for 10 years. He might be innocent, but again maybe justice was served.  
 
Marcel Ghanem: “Let us see the report.” 
 
The report:  
 
Youssef Chaabane: I really don’t know why I’m in jail. They are postponing my case in order 
to be able to avoid a big juridical scandal, as I’m here for 10 years now.” 
 
Youssef’s wife: “When we go to Roumieh, it is another world there… He absolutely does not 
belong there.” 
 
Mahamad, Youssef’s son: “I’m really so sad because my dad is not with us at home. And 
also, we are only able to see him through the prison bars. I’m so sad, especially at 
celebrations when all other children are with their dad.”  
 
Youssef’s mother : “At celebrations, I just don’t feel like celebrating because my son is not 
with me. I cry and cry, and sometimes I go to the cemetery to vent my sorrow…”  
 
Archives:   
 
The whole story began on January 29, 1994, when the Jordanian diplomat Naeb Omran 
Maaitha was assassinated. Within less than 6 days, Youssef Chaabane was arrested.  
 
Youssef: “I was arrested by foreign security forces.” 
 
Youssef’s mother: “45 days went by at the time, and no one knew anything about my son.” 
 
Marcel Ghanem: “You were under pressures, right?”  
 
Youssef: “Yes, sure. Besides, they were beating me so cruelly to force me to confess that I 
killed the Jordanian diplomat.”  
 
Youssef’s wife: “The judgment was rendered on October 19, 1994. My husband was 
convicted within 8 months in a dangerous case. He was sentenced to death, and then the 
penalty was reduced to a life sentence.”  
 
Within 8 years, the criminals and the guilty persons were arrested and convicted: The 
sentence was carried out, and yet  the name of Youssef Chaabane was not mentioned in the 
case.  
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Youssef’s mother: “I know that my son is innocent, all the papers and documents confirm 
that, so why should I suffer so much if he was not involved?” 
 
A request to obtain a pardon for Youssef Chaabane by the President of Republic was 
submitted.  
 
Marcel Ghanem asks Youssef about it. He replies: “I really do not want to be pardoned, 
because I know myself, I’m innocent, so why should I accept it?  I completely refuse it.”  
 
Anyway, the request for a pardon was rejected.  
 
Youssef Chaabane’s mother: “We have requested that his case be re-tried. They told us that 
the case could not be re-tried. What is his fault, for God’s sake! ...” 
 
In fact, a Court of Appeals has terminated Youssef Chaabane’s trial. That Court is the Justice 
Council. Article 366 of the Criminal Procedures Law stipulates that “Judgments rendered by 
the Justice Council can never be subject to any normal or extraordinary review.”  
 
Youssef Chaabane’s mother: “My son is innocent, innocent, innocent…” 
 
Marcel: “What are your expectations today?”  
 
Youssef Chaabane: “That justice be done, real and fair justice.” 
 
So Youssef Chaabane is waiting. What will happen if Article 366 is never amended? 
 
Youssef’s mother: “He has to be set free as soon as possible, that is the only solution, if the 
judges and presidents are humanitarian, he has to be finally released.” 
 
 
 
Marcel Ghanem to the audience: “All the interviews with Youssef Chaabane were held in the 
library of the central jail of Roumieh.” 
 
Marcel Ghanem’s discussion with Youssef Chaabane’s attorney, May Khansa 
 
 

- “I notice some tears in your eyes, why? 
 
- “Well, first of all, I’m a mother; I have many children so I do know how much a 

mother can suffer when her son is separated from her, even if he is guilty. So you can 
imagine if he is innocent and he is passing his days in jail! So I sympathize with 
Youssef’s mother.” 

 
- “Legally, after the judgment was rendered by the tribunal, and after Youssef has 

passed 10 years of his life in jail and after all the criminals were executed. Where 
does the file stand today? “ 

 
- “Well, the file is at the Justice Minister’s office. I have submitted a request to him 

asking him to take the necessary legal measures in his capacity of Justice Minister, 
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since he is able to defend liberties and has the power to modify the laws and rules that 
are in force.”  

 
- “What kind of file have you submitted to Minister Tabbarah?”  

 
- “I have asked for a review of the file, according to Article 367 of the Criminal 

Procedures Law which gives the Ministry’s Public Prosecutor the right to reexamine 
the case in detail.” 

 
 
 
  Discussion between Marcel Ghanem and Justice Minister Bahij Tabbarah 

 
- “What do you think about this case, now that you have seen the report, in light of 

Article 367 to which Attorney Khansa referred. I suppose that you have studied the 
file since 1994, especially that today you are the Minister of Justice and the file is in 
you hands, as Mrs. Khansa –who led a conference on the subject – says.  

 
- “First of all, I’d like to know more about the request you have submitted. When it was 

submitted, and what does it consist of? Is it a simple request or does it contain the trial 
documents?” 

 
- “Do you mean that the file is not at your office? ...” 

 
- “I want to know. You will then see that my question has a purpose. On the other hand, 

I won’t speak about the Justice Council decision in detail because I don’t think this is 
the appropriate time or place to do so.”  

 
- “Neither do we…” 

 
- “It is obvious that the Justice Council is itself a Court of Appeals, but it is worth 

mentioning that it’s been in existence for a long time now…” 
 

- “Sorry, but I would like to ask Attorney Khansa about the nature of the request she 
has submitted, since the Minister has asked about it.” 

 
- “I submitted this request to your office 2 months ago.” 

 
- “I beg you pardon, the file is not in my office. Let us be clear, we are not a Court of 

Cassation. I have the request, but there are no documents appended to it about the trial 
that took place in Jordan. Personally, I am not aware of the details of the Jordanian 
trial.” 

 
- “You don’t know what happened in Amman? Weren’t you a Minister of Justice in 

2000?” 
 

- “First, I was not the Minister of Justice at that time, and I’m rarely concerned about 
what happens outside Lebanon.” 
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Discussion between Marcel Ghanem and Mr. Hussein El Masri, a Jordanian attorney 

 
 

- “When did you first become aware of Youssef Chaabane’s file, Mr. Hussein?”  
 

- “It is when I began defending Yasser Muhammad Ahmad Salameh Abou Chanaar, 
one of the persons who were involved in the murder of Naeb Omran and who was 
arrested at the State Security Tribunal, which means that I examined the file in 2000. 
The Jordanian authorities arrested Yasser, then the file was referred to the State 
Security Tribunal, and Yasser was sentenced to death on the basis of several pieces of 
evidence and other factors. Then, the sentence was carried out and ratified by the 
Court of Cassation. In Jordan, State Security Tribunal decisions may be challenged 
and may be reviewed by the Court of Cassation within 1 month of the decision. 
Besides, the Jordanian Cassation Court has rendered a unanimous decision, and this 
decision is by definition binding. During the conviction period Yasser, Jamal Fatayer 
was arrested too.” 

 
- “Was the name of Youssef Chaabane mentioned in the Omran file as a participant in 

the crime, in a part of the crime, or anything else?”  
 

- “Starting from my first examination of the investigation file at the General Secret 
Service Center, and until the last phase of the trial, the name of Youssef Chaabane 
was never mentioned. Moreover, at a given phase of the trial, Yasser Abou Chanaar 
(known also as Muhammad Ali) was directly asked about Youssef Chaabane’s role in 
this murder, and his answer was absolutely negative, which means that Chaabane is 
completely exonerated in this assassination.”  

 
- “You think it is possible that the Tribunal in Amman has made a mistake?”  

 
- “The Jordanian court can never be wrong.”     

 
- “Why?” 

 
- “Well, in Amman this person was arrested on the basis of reliable information. In 

addition, there were many other names such as Jamal Fatayer, who was convicted, so 
the Jordanian court examined the files in the minutest details before issuing its 
verdict. On the other hand, I would like to state, on the basis of the provided 
information and evidence, a critical matter: After I talked to Fatayer (the other person 
found guilty who was also convicted), he asked me to put Yasser up as a witness, and, 
in fact, I met Yasser only in his capacity as a witness. Therefore, I can tell you that in 
Jordan Justice is fair and not corrupt, since Jamal told me personally that in the Secret 
Service Center, they didn’t even touch him, and on the contrary, they offered him 
coffee and tea. In fact, Jamal has told them that he was ready to tell them everything 
with no need for any pressure. Then Yasser was of course convicted.”  

 
- “So you can deduce that, for you, Youssef Chaabane is an innocent person?”  

 
- “Of course. He is innocent. His name was not even mentioned in the Amman tribunal 

file. Furthermore, if he had directly or indirectly participated in this crime, or if he has 
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played a role in the murder, the Jordan tribunal would have arrested him because 
Jordanian authorities are able to do so regardless of who the guilty person is and what 
his social position is.” 

 
 
  Discussion between Marcel Ghanem and Justice Minister Bahij Tabbarah 

 
 

- “After the conviction of Youssef Chaabane, why was there not cooperation between 
Lebanese and Jordanian authorities to exchange the files and all the information? Or 
does such collaboration never exist, for example?” 

 
- “Well, in general, such coordination is not possible. In some cases, we have already 

signed agreements with some countries. In any case, the concerned persons 
themselves should submit a petition to the Court asking for a new trial for example, or 
they can ask the Minister of Justice to intervene, if he has jurisdiction is and qualified 
to do so. After all you have said, I now understand that a judgment was rendered in 
Amman concerning persons who are implicated in the murder of Naeb Omran. 
Attorney Hussein El Masri is praising the Jordanian Judiciary, that is why I feel an 
obligation to do the same: the Lebanese Judiciary is highly qualified and does take in 
consideration the smallest details. Still, no one is perfect, and everyone can make 
mistakes.” 

 
-  “How do you think this mistake ought to be corrected?” 

 
- “Many persons have written about juridical mistakes in many books published in 

France. In addition, many errors can easily be committed and they have to be 
corrected.” 

 
- “What legal procedure has to be taken today if there is a juridical error, as Mrs. 

Khansa and Mr. Hussein El Masri have stated – before I begin my discussion with 
Mr. Kortbawi (Head of the Bar Association) concerning this matter, since he has 
published many studies about this Justice Council.”  

 
- “In case of an error, and if the guilty person seems to be innocent, a new trial is 

indispensable. Sure, there is the clear and unambiguous text of Article 366 which 
stipulates that the judgments delivered by the Justice Council can never be reviewed, 
either generally or particularly. It is worth mentioning that the Justice Council was 
created 80 years ago. It is a court that examines certain particular cases related to state 
security. Some cases have to be immediately examined, while respecting the rights of 
the defense. Hence, the possibility of re-trials should never be excluded, even if the 
Justice Council is composed of 5 competent judges instead of 3…” 

 
- “Yes, but they are humans after all, and they can also make mistakes.”  

 
- “I repeat that those 5 judges are the most qualified and that the Justice Council 

provides guarantees to the defendant. I did not mean that they are infallible.” 
 

- “Do you think that the Justice Councils should continue to exist? We are in 2004; in 
France, for example, the Justice Council was abolished…” 
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- “First of all, there never was a Justice Council in France. Then I’d like to say that if 

the Justice Council had not considered this case, it would have been judged by the 
military tribunal.” 

 
- “Would it be worst, you think?” 

 
- “What are you implying?... This is the law: The military tribunal would have 

considered the case.”  
 

- “At least, at the military tribunals there is a possibility of a re-trial…” 
 

- “Maybe, it can be the best solution for you.”  
 

- “The best solution for all of us is that justice be fair and that the possibility of a new 
trial and a new decision should be looked into.” 

 
- “Absolutely, the re-examination of any case is a central issue in order to correct 

injustices, if ever an injustice is observed in an irrevocable decision. If someone has 
been convicted, for instance on murder charges, and that it appears later that the 
person was not dead, then a new trial is required here. After all, the laws governing 
the tribunal are supreme and should never be transgressed.” 

 
- “What about the Amman decision? And when it became apparent through the 

investigation that Youssef Chaabane is innocent of the crime in which he was 
incriminated? Is this enough of a reason to order a new trial?” 

 
- “Do you understand now why I asked Attorney Khansa at the beginning if she has 

appended the Amman decision to the request she has submitted? Because if the 
decision is not in there, all these discussions would be futile and useless.” 

 
- Attorney Khansa: “I beg you pardon Mr. Tabbarah.” 

 
- The Minister: “Let me continue, if you please. When the request is submitted along 

with valid documents and certified copies of decisions, this of course raises the 
likelihood of a new decision. It is the tribunal which will re-examine the case, it is not 
you Attorney Masri, it is not you Marcel, it is not even me the Minister of Justice… 
Let me say something important on which Mr. Kortbawi may agree: It is worth noting 
that the new Criminal Procedures Law was issued in 2001, which means that the case 
of Youssef Chaabane would have been considered differently. The old Criminal 
Procedures Law stated: “A new trial may be requested in criminal cases, regardless of 
the nature of the tribunal which issued the decision, and regardless of the penalty”…” 

 
- “You mean that the old laws are better than the new ones?” 

 
- “Without doubt. That is the reason why we are against the new Criminal Procedures 

law.”  
 

- “I can then conclude that if the old laws had been respected, the decision rendered 
could have been revoked and the innocence of Youssef Chaabane declared?” 
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- “In fact, the truth is that the old law gave the Minister of Justice the right to intervene 

in case of an injustice.” 
 

- “And today? The Minister has no jurisdiction?” 
 

- “Unfortunately not… That is why we suppose that the new Criminal Procedures Law 
has to be modified and re-examined…” 

 
 

Discussion with the President of the Beirut Bar Association Chakib Kortbawi 
 
 

- “Your turn, President, what do you think about what we just said?” 
 
- “As for me, I have read the Jordanian decision and I would like to emphasize the fact 

that the discussion mentioned in the investigation, when Mohamed Ali confided to 
Youssef Chaabane by telling him that he killed the Jordanian diplomat, and Youssef 
told him: “Yes, I know, one woman saw you killing him”. Then Mohammad Ali tells 
Youssef all the details of the crime and how he committed the murder. I emphasize 
this discussion to confirm the fact that this was the only instance where Youssef 
Chaabane’s name was mentioned.”  

 
- The Jordanian lawyer: “No Mr. Kortbawi, the truth is that the name of Youssef 

Chaabane was mentioned only during the investigation, when Yasser was asked if 
Youssef is involved in the crime, and he replied in the negative.”   

 
- Marcel Ghanem : “That’s right” 

 
- The President of the Bar: “I would like to add that someone of the Jaber Family has 

also submitted a request in order to have a new decision concerning a final decision. 
But his request was rejected pursuant to Article 366. Moreover, it goes without saying 
that the old law was better than the new one, and I do confirm that in principle we are 
human and all humans make mistakes, and that is why a re-trial should never 
excluded.” 

 
-   Marcel Ghanem: “I know that you have prepared a study concerning the grounds for 

the existence of a Justice Council. Its laws can be modified. What is the legal 
procedure to be taken today in order to re-examine the case of Youssef Chaabane?” 

 
- “I will emphasize that the problem is not in the Justice Council or justice in general. 

The problem resides in the trust that citizens place in the Lebanese justice system. I’m 
a lawyer after all, and I do respect justice. At the present time, good justice is that 
which strengthens the trust of the people in the judges through their decisions and not 
through positive or negative statements. I would like to focus on two points: 
1. The principle of the appeals courts: Should we refer to them each time we are faced 
with a problem? … 
2. Should the Justice Council persist with the inability to have anew trial? Keep in 
mind that the Lebanese constitution does stipulate the possibility to have many trials 
after the issuance of a decision. 
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In conclusion, I would like to say that when there is a juridical error, a re-trial is an 
obligation, because sometimes there are many truths which are at first hidden but 
which are revealed later on.” 
 

- ”What are the steps to be taken in order to reconsider Article 366?” 
 
- “I believe that a re-trial should always be possible, regardless of the nature of the 

penalty. The law has to be complete and general.” 
 

- Marcel Ghanem to the Minister: “After this discussion, would the Minister of Justice 
take up Youssef Chaabane’s case in order to re-examine it and work to amend the 
Criminal Procedures Code? I know how much you are opposed to the new Code, but 
today Youssef Chaabane’s situation is critical…” 

 
- “In my capacity of Minister of Justice, I would like to say that everyone has the right 

to obtain a review of a conviction against them. Besides, each judge is obligated to 
adhere to the law, but he has also to consider the intent of these rules. That is what I 
principally had to say.” 

 
- Kortbawi: “I’d like to add that when people (Lebanese or foreigners) will see this 

report, as we saw it, they would of course realize that a mistake was made 
somewhere. It is something that is unbearable. We are facing a big injustice. An 
amendment of the law seems to be indispensable now. 

 
- Marcel to Kortbawi: “Do you think that the debate about Article 366 will put the 

authorities in an embarrassing situation and could affect their credibility in many 
previous trials? 

 
- “Do you see that the authorities are worried about this?” 

 
- The Minister of Justice: “I repeat that the problem is not Article 366, it is the Criminal 

Procedures Law that has to be amended.” 
 

- Marcel: “Do you have something to say, Attorney Khansa, and what are your plans 
concerning the case starting tomorrow?” 

 
- Attorney Khansa: “Well, I think that, since neither a re-trial nor a pardon is possible at 

the present moment, I will have to deal with the Minister of Justice and I will append 
to my request a certified copy of the Amman Judiciary report on the case. Youssef 
Chaabane is completely refusing to be set free by a pardon because he is convinced of 
his innocence, and I do totally agree with him.” 

 
- Minister Tabbarah: “A re-trial is a must if Youssef Chaabane’s case really requires 

it.”  
 

- “Will you handle the case of Youssef Chaabane?” 
 

- “When I receive the complete file (the request and the Jordanian trial proceedings), I 
will put all my authority at the disposal of this case in order to fight injustice.” 
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- Marcel: “Youssef Chaabane’s mother has pinned all her hopes on you, and she is 
imploring you to take up the case. 
 
Thank you, for all of you, and for your presence, Minister Tabbarah, Attorney 
Khansa, Attorney El Masri.” 
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The Intervention of Member of Parliament Walid Eido 
 
 

“I would like to comment on what was said about Youssef Chaabane’s case:  
 
1- As for Attorney Khansa who argued on the basis of Article 367 to ask for a new 
trial, I would like to tell her that this Article concerns only the investigation made 
during the trial. So after the decision is issued, this article is no longer valid. 
 
2- We won’t have to abolish the Justice Council because its existence is mandatory 
and we will have to deal with particular situations. At the present time, these laws 
have to be amended because each citizen is entitled to have a review of a decision 
against them, in case of there is an injustice.”  
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VII. AJEM Conference in favor of Youssef Chaabane 
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VIII. Urgent Appeal by ACAT in January 2007 concerning Youssef 
Chaabane’s case 

 

APPEL URGENT 

Action des chrétiens pour l’abolition de la torture 

11 Janvier 2007 

Appel urgent n°3 

 

LIBAN 
 

Torture et détention arbitraire 
Intervenir avant le  
 

Youssef Mahmoud Chaabane, 41 ans, est détenu depuis 13 ans à la prison centrale de Roumieh, dans 
la banlieue de Beyrouth. Il a été condamné à perpétuité par le Conseil de Justice du Liban pour le 
meurtre d’un diplomate jordanien, semble-t-il sur la base d’aveux qui lui auraient été extorqués et qui 
auraient été extorqués à d’autre témoins sous la torture, au centre des services de renseignements 
syriens de Beyrouth, qui ont procédé à son arrestation avant de le remettre à la Justice libanaise. 
 
Le Conseil de Justice, la plus haute instance judiciaire du Liban, était une cour sans possibilité d’appel 
jusqu’en décembre 2005, ce qui contrevenait aux engagements internationaux du Liban, notamment le 
Pacte International relatif aux droits civils et politiques auquel le Liban est partie. Avec les 
changements politiques survenus au Liban suite à l’assassinat de Rafic Hariri, une loi a été votée 
permettant depuis le 15 décembre 2005 de faire appel de ces décisions.  
 
Malgré cette avancée indéniablement positive, le Conseil de Justice a rejeté en mars 2006 une 
demande d’appel de Youssef Chaabane, jugeant les éléments pour la réouverture du dossier 
insuffisants. Certains des juges qui ont condamné Youssef Chaabane siègeant toujours au Conseil de 
Justice il semblerait que malgré la loi qui leur permet de revenir sur des condamnations arbitraires, ils 
sont réticents à remettre en cause les jugements qu’ils ont eux-mêmes rendus par le passé. 
 
Youssef Chaabane est aujourd’hui dans un état de grande souffrance psychologique du fait de l’échec 
de toutes les démarches visant à lui rendre justice. 
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SITUATION GÉNÉRALE 
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A la fin de la Première Guerre mondiale et à la suite de la chute de l'empire Ottoman, le Liban est 
placé sous protectorat français en 1920. Le pays accède à l'indépendance en 1943 et devient une 
république parlementaire aux pouvoirs distribués au pro rata des principales communautés qui le 
composent. Selon la Constitution, les postes principaux de l'État libanais sont attribués aux 
représentants des principales communautés parmi les 19 que compte officiellement le pays. Le 
président de la République doit être un chrétien maronite, celui du Conseil des ministres un musulman 
sunnite, et celui de la Chambre des députés un musulman chiite. 
 
En effet le Liban a toujours été une terre d'accueil pour de nombreuses communautés (chrétiens, 
druzes, musulmans sunnites et chiites). L'appartenance communautaire et religieuse est omniprésente 
dans les institutions publiques libanaises. La religion et le politique sont donc intimement liés dans le 
pays. D'ailleurs, l'article 9 de la Constitution libanaise reconnaît aux différentes communautés 
religieuses une liberté totale de culte et leur accorde le droit de régir leur statut personnel par des lois 
particulières. 
 
Ce fragile équilibre entre les différentes communautés est rompu par un afflux massif de réfugiés 
palestiniens accueillis par le Liban, suite notamment à la fondation de l'Etat d'Israël en 1947. Cette 
forte présence de réfugiés palestiniens, notamment de combattants de l'Organisation de Libération de 
la Palestine (OLP), provoque l'intervention armée de la Syrie et d'Israël. 
 
De 1975 à 1990 le pays sombre dans une guerre civile sanglante qui oppose des forces musulmanes et 
de gauche, appuyées par la résistance palestinienne, et des milices et partis chrétiens antipalestiniens : 
144 000 morts, près de 17 000 Libanais disparus, 200 000 blessés. En 1989 les accords de Taëf 
mettent fin aux combats et consacrent l'occupation syrienne au Liban, parlant de « relations 
privilégiées ». Damas prétend garantir la paix au Liban et est omniprésent dans le paysage politique 
libanais. 
 
La tutelle syrienne, de plus en plus contestée par la population, par les partis d'opposition et par la 
communauté internationale, a été à l’origine de la résolution 1559 adoptée par le Conseil de Sécurité 
des Nations unies en septembre 2004 demandant à « toutes les forces étrangères (syriennes) de se 
retirer du Liban ». Le 14 février 2005, l'assassinat de l'ancien Premier ministre, Rafic Hariri, a 
provoqué une onde de choc dans tout le pays. Rafic Hariri avait formé cinq gouvernements entre 1992 
et 2004 et était l'un des principaux artisans de la reconstruction économique du Liban. Il avait 
démissionné de ses fonctions en octobre 2004 après avoir dénoncé les pressions exercées par la Syrie 
sur la vie politique libanaise. Suite à son assassinat, des manifestations massives de la population ont 
eu lieu à Beyrouth. Les manifestants demandaient le retrait des troupes syriennes du pays et la pleine 
souveraineté et indépendance du Liban. Ce soulèvement populaire a provoqué la démission du 
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gouvernement d'Omar Karamé le 28 février 2005, et le retrait total des troupes syriennes le 30 avril 
2005. Des élections législatives ont eu lieu en juin 2005.  
 
La situation politique et sécuritaire reste aujourd’hui chaotique, du fait du contexte régional et interne. 
Au niveau régional, la rupture des contacts politiques avec la Syrie depuis le retrait syrien du Liban, et 
le conflit avec Israël qui a une fois de plus dégénéré en affrontements violents au cours de l’été 2006, 
font du Liban un pays très isolé géographiquement. Au plan interne, la fragilité de l’Etat, liée 
essentiellement à l’absence d’un véritable travail de Vérité et de Justice, l’absence de restructuration 
des services de sécurité qui en découle, maintiennent le Liban dans un état d’insécurité complet, 
comme en atteste l’assassinat le 21 novembre 2006 du Ministre de l’Industrie en pleine rue et en plein 
jour à Beyrouth. 
�
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Lettre à  

M. Antoine Kheir 
Président du Conseil de Justice 
Palais de Justice 
Adlieh, Beyrouth 
Liban 
Fax:  

 

Copies à  

Ambassade du Liban 
42, rue Copernic 
75116 Paris 
Fax : 01 40 67 16 42 
 

M. Charles Rizk 
Ministre de la Justice 
Ministère de la Justice 
Rue Sami Solh 
Beyrouth 
Liban   
Fax : 00 961 1 611 142 
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M. Antoine Kheir 
Président du Conseil de Justice 
Palais de Justice 
Adlieh, Beyrouth 
Liban 

 
 

Monsieur le Président du Conseil de Justice,  
 

Informé(e) par l’ACAT-France de la situation de Youssef Mahmoud Chaabane, condamné à la prison 
à perpétuité et actuellement détenu à la prison centrale de Roumieh, je me permets de solliciter votre 
intervention urgente. 
 
Youssef Chaabane est détenu depuis 13 ans dans l’affaire de l’assassinat de M. Maaitha, un diplomate 
jordanien tué à Beyrouth en 1994.  
 
Selon nos informations, il aurait avoué ce meurtre sous la torture au centre des services de 
renseignements syriens à Beyrouth (Beau Rivage). Il a depuis toujours clamé son innocence et deux 
personnes ont été condamnées à mort et exécutées en Jordanie pour ce même crime.  
 
Dans les circonstances de l’époque, Youssef Chaabane n’a pas  pu bénéficier d’un procès équitable. Je 
vous demande de faire tout ce qui est en votre pouvoir pour que le procès de Youssef Chaabane soit 
révisé sans délai. 
 
Dans cet espoir, je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le Président du Conseil de Justice, à l’expression de 
ma haute considération. 

 
 
 
 
 

L’ACAT-France appartient à la Fédération internationale de l'Action des chrétiens pour l'abolition de la torture (FIACAT) ayant statut consultatif auprès du 
Conseil de l'Europe et des Nations Unies 


